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MAY, 1898 

noon and night of the 18th. The storms of the 17th in Ne- 
braska appear to have been most severe in the Wood River 
Valley, where many houses were reported destroyed and a 
number of people were injured. On the morning of the 17th 
thunderstorms were forecast for the States of the lower Mis- 
souri Valley, and observers were advised that  severe storms 
would probably occur i n  that  section. 

The storms of the afternoon and night of the 18th were 
especially disastrous in eastern Iowa, northern Illinois, and 
Wisconsin, where a number of people were killed, many 
injured, and property and stock were destroyed to the value 
of many thousands of dollare. On the morning of the 1Sth 
severe thunderstorms were forecast for eastern Iowa, northern 
Illinois, northern Indiana, and southern Minnesota. Shipping 
on Lake Michigan was warned of heavy s c l ~ a l l ~  that  would 
attend thunderstorms on the night of the 18th, and the 
Chicago local forecast also gave warnixig of severe thunder- 
storms that  night. Exceptionally severe thunderstorms and 
squalls did occur in Chicago and over southern Lake Michigan 
in exact fulfillment of the forecasts made. - 

FORECASTS ON PACIFIC COAST. 
During the month no wind signals were ordered and there 

were no storms. The most important work done by the Bureau 
in the Pacific northwest is through the river forecasts. More 
property and expense are saved by the river forecasts than by 
any other work done by this ofice. The forecasts are practi- 
cally accurate. They cover the movements of the river for 
from two to five days. On the morning of May 20 a warning 
was issued to the eflect that  water would enter cellars on 
Front street, Portland, on Sunday. The merchants put many 
persons to work clearing out cellars, and no goods were injured 
by water. The river rose as was expected. 

The following letter from A h .  F. C. Mathews, a rancher a t  
Scott, Klickitat County, Wash., shows of what value the river 
service may be. He  had written to the ofice of the 1Veather 
Bureau a t  Portland, Oreg., for information about the river, 
stating that  his hay crop was in danger. He  again writes 
under date of May 29, 1898: 

The daily river bulletins, also your letter of the  27th inst., have 
been duly received. The bulletins are of inestimable value to me antl, 
accompanied by your letter of additional explanation and Ruggestion, 
enabled me to save my hay crop and avoid unnecessary work on over- 
flowed land. I disseminated the infbrmation received up and down 
the river and posted the bulletins where they would be seen by other 
ranchers. 

AREAS OF HIGH AND LOW PRESSURES. 
During the month the paths of nine areas of high and the 

same number of low pressure have been sufficiently well de- 
fined to be traced upon Charts I and 11. It should be n d e d  
that during the warm months i t  is often very difficult to fol- 
low the motion of a high or low. The conditions are often 
extremely indefinite and are frequently characterized by a 
disturbed region covering quite a large area with clouds but 
with little clearness in the trend of the isobars. Again, there 
seems t o  be a transference of these conditions over long dis- 
tances without any definite motion. The accompanying table 
gives the principal facts regarding the place of origin and 
disappearance of these highs and lows, and of their duration 
and velocity, and the following description is added : 

Highs.-Three of the highs were first noted on the Pacific 
czoaet while all the rest came down from the north of Mon- 
tana. No. VI11 began off the south Pacific coast and appeared 
to  move up the coast for two days, finally entering the country 
from the Washington coast. Only three of the highs reached 
the Atlantic, the rest disappearing in the interior or being 
merged in  the rather permanent high pressure over the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

Lour.?.-Two of the lows could be traced from the south 
Pacific coast to the western Gulf of Mexico. Four were first 
lloted over the northern plateau region and the other three 
were first seen in the lower Missouri Valley. Six of these 
lows disappeared off the Atlantic coast, two in the western 
Gulf, and one in the Ohio Valley. These conditions were very 
moderate throughout the month and their mean velocity, 19 
miles an hour, was considerably less than the normal velocity. 
The highest wi11ds of the month along the Gulf, Lakes, and 
Atlantic were reported as follows: 

A s  low No. I1 moved to the Atlantic, Wilniington reported 
38 miles an hour from the southwest on the evening of the 
d t h ,  and on the same date Cape Henry had the same velocity 
from the northeast. As this aame low moved very slowly up 
the coast it caused a northeast wind of $3 miles per hour a t  
Block Ialand on the afternoon of the 8th. On the afternoon 
Df the 19th as low No. VI moved into the St. Lawrence Valley 
R southwest wind of 48 miles was experienced a t  Cleveland, 
Ijhiu. On the afternoon of the Zlst, as low No. VI1 moved to 
the upper Lake region, Chicago reported a south wind of 46 
miles an hour. 
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RIVERS AND FLOODS. 

With the exception of a flood in the Arkansas during the 
first half of tJhe month, the rivers had a tendency to lower 
atnges, which indicates theapproach of the usual summer con- 
dition s. 

General and heavy precipitation during the first few days 
of the month, in the valleys drained by the Arkansas River 
and its tributaries, caused a rapid and unusual rise in that 
stream. The danger line a t  Little Rock was passed on the 
6th and was exceeded on ten consecutive days thereafter. 

During this flood the high water record a t  Fort Smith and 
Dardanelle, Ark., was broken. At  Fort Smith, the highest of 
record, heretofore, was 30.9 feet, which occurred May 19, 1892, 
and a t  Dardanelle the highest of record was 27.9 feet, which 
occurred May 18, 1893. During the flood of the present year 
the water at Fort Smith and Dardanelle registered 35.4 and 
29.3 feet, respectively. 


